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ANN-CR:; 

THE LATEST STATISTICS ON U.S, EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT 
APPARENTLY INDICATES THE NEED FOR FURTHER MEASURES TO INCREASE 
JOBS. VOA BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS EDITOR FRANK FEINBERG HAS THIS 
BACKGROUND REPORT: 

VOICE: 

THE LATEST FIGURES -- FOR THE MONTH OF JULY -- SHOW AN 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE OF SIX POINT TWO PER CENT. THIS IS UP FROM 
THE JUNE RATE OF FIVE POINT SEVEN PER CENT == WHICH WAS THE 
LOWEST LEVEL IN NEARLY FOUR-YEARS. AND THE NEW FIGURES ARE BEING 
CLOSELY STUDIED FOR POSSIBLE CLUES REGARDING THE NATION'S ECONOMIC 
HEALTH, 

IN COMPILING LARGE-SCALE STATISTICS THERE IS ALWAYS THE 
POSSIBILITY OF ABERRATIONS, AND PARTICULARLY WITH ECONOMIC 
FIGURES, REVISIONS FREQUENTLY ARE MADE. SOME EXPERTS SAY THERE 
POSSIBLY COULD BE SOME STATISTICAL PROBLEMS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
DISPARITY BETWEEN JUNE'S LARGE DIP IN UNEMPLOYMENT AND THE SHARP 
RISE IN JULY, 

BUT BEYOND SOME POSSIBLE STATISTICAL QUIRKS, THE JULY FIGURES 
POINT UP THE PROBLEM AREAS WHICH WILL REQUIRE THE MOST 
CONCENTRATION TO REACH THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S OBJECTIVE 
OF ABOUT A FIVE PER CENT UNEMPLOYMENT RATE BY 1980, 

DURING JULY THE U.S. LABOR FORCE WAS SWELLED BY YOUTH 
GRADUATING FROM SCHOOLS, AND A GREAT NUMBER OF WOMEN ALSO WERE 
ACTIVELY LOOKING FOR JOBS -- CONTINUING THE TREND OF AN 
INCREASING NUMBER OF AMERICAN WOMEN ENTERING THE JOB MARKET, 


THESE DEVELOPMENTS ARE REFLECTED IN THE FOUR-HUNDRED~FORTY 
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THOUSAND AMERICANS BEING ADDED TO THE UNEMPLOYMENT TOTAL IN JULY. 

THE MONTH'S STATISTICS ALSO SHOW THAT TEENAGERS, AND 
PARTICULARLY THOSE FROM MINORITY GROUPS, COMPRISE THE LARGEST 
PERCENTAGE OF THE UNEMPLOYED, THIS REFLECTS BOTH NORMAL 
DIFFICULTIES IN OBTAINING INITIAL EMPLOYMENT, AND A LACK OF 
SKILLS TO FILL AVAILABLE OPENINGS, 

OVERALL, THERE NOW ARE MORE THAN NINETY-FOUR MILLION AMERICAN: 
EMPLOYED, THIS IS MORE THAN FIFTY-EIGHT PER CENT OF THE NATIONAL 
POPULATION == AND REPRESENTS A GAIN IN JOBS OF MORE THAN FOUR- 
MILLION OVER THE PAST EIGHTEEN-MONTHS, BUT THERE WILL HAVE TO BE 
FURTHER GAINS OF SUBSTANTIAL NATURE TO INCREASE THE RANKS OF THE 
EMPLOYED AND REDUCE THE NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED. 
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